by the internal disease  with   which   he   was
afflicted.

The whole nation indeed had become so gorged
with prosperity that it thought of nothing but
the pursuit of wealth and pleasure, and utterly
failed to perceive the storm-clouds  that were
gathering beyond its eastern frontiers.   The dream
of Bismarck was a German Empire with Prussia
at its head ; this had been only partially realised
by the formation of the North German Confedera-
tion after 1866, for the German territories south
of the Main still lay outside the union.  The most
likely situation to create in these territories a
desire to join the Empire would be the necessity
for common action in defence of the Rhine.
Bismarck determined to engineer this situation by
forcing a quarrel with France.   Having failed to
bring this about over the Luxembourg question,
he was now presented with another opportunity
in the circumstances arising from the vacancy
of the throne of Spain.    The candidature of a
Hohenzolleni prince not unnaturally called forth
a vigorous protest from France, who could not
tolerate a revival of the Empire of Charles V.
The candidature was withdrawn, but the French
Ministry, egged on by Eugenie, very foolishly and
provocatively  demanded  a  guarantee  that it
would not be renewed in the future.   In an inter-
view with the French Ambassador, Benedetti, at